The Brave Hans and the 


Enchanted Princess 


way 


In a secluded valley, nestled between gentle hills, there lived a mother 
with her only child, Hans, a boy barely two years old. One spring day, 
the mother ventured into the woods to gather fir branches, taking little 
Hans along. The forest, alive with colorful flowers, lured them deeper 
into its heart. 


Suddenly, two robbers leaped from the bushes! They captured the 
mother and Hans, dragging them deep into the black forest, a place 
where sunlight rarely touched the ground. Despite the mother's pleas, 
the robbers' hearts remained unmoved. They marched the pair through 
brambles and thickets until they reached a hidden rock with a secret 
door. Knocking on the rock, the door swung open, revealing a dark 
passage that led to a vast cave, its walls adorned with glinting 
weapons and a fire crackling in the hearth. 


The robbers' captain, a man with a thunderous voice, assured the 
mother they meant no harm. She was to take care of their lair, and in 
return, she and Hans would be unharmed. Years passed, and Hans 
grew into a strong, brave boy. His mother told him tales of knights 
and heroes, fueling his imagination and courage. 


When Hans turned nine, he confronted the captain, demanding to 
know about his father. The captain, amused, struck Hans, but the boy, 
undeterred, vowed to try again. A year later, armed with a sturdy club, 
Hans defeated the robbers and learned the truth about his father. With 
his mother, they fled the cave, Hans carrying a sack filled with gold 
and silver. 


Reaching their valley home, Hans' father wept with joy, reuniting with 
his lost family. Hans' strength was so great that he accidentally broke 


their little house with the weight of his treasure! Together, they built a 
new home and prospered with the riches Hans had brought. 


One day, Hans decided to seek adventure. Armed with a hundred- 
weight walking stick, he ventured into a deep forest. There, he met 
Fir-twister, a giant who could twist mighty firs, and Rock-splitter, 
who could shatter rocks with his bare hands. Together, they roamed 
the forest, scaring away wild beasts with their strength. 


One night, they sheltered in an abandoned castle. The next morning, 
Hans explored a wild garden and bravely defeated a fierce boar. They 
agreed on a hunting routine, but a crafty, old dwarf tricked and 
tormented each of them during their turn at the castle. 


When it was Hans' turn, he showed kindness to the dwarf, sharing his 
meal. But when the dwarf turned hostile, Hans, with his extraordinary 
strength, overpowered him and learned of a King's daughter held 
captive by the dwarf. With his club, Hans defeated the dwarf and 
rescued the beautiful princess. 


The princess told Hans of a magic ring the dwarf possessed. Hans 
found the ring, which gave him control over the spirits of the air. 
Using the ring, he pursued Fir-twister and Rock-splitter, who had 
betrayed him and kidnapped the princess. 


Hans' quest led him to the sea, where his strength and the magic ring 
helped him defeat the traitors and rescue the princess again. They 
returned to her kingdom, where Hans and the princess were married 
amidst great celebrations. Their bravery and love became legends, 
told for generations in the valley and beyond. 


And so, Hans, the brave son of a humble mother, became a hero of his 
time, his adventures inspiring all who heard of them. 


